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The IB Diploma Program gives students the option to study music in 
higher level (HL) or standard level (SL). The main difference is that HL 
students study all components, whereas, SL students choose between 
performance and creating.DP Music seeks to develop students’ 
knowledge and potential as musicians, both personally and 
collaboratively. IB Diploma Program music students are required to 
study musical perception and actively listen to a wide range of music 
from different parts of the world, musical cultures and time periods. 
They also develop aural perception and understanding of music by 
learning about musical elements, including form and structure, 
notations, musical terminology, and context. Through the course of 
study, students become aware of how musicians work and 
communicate.Assessment for IBDP music higher level at a glance  
The listening paper is based on musical perception— analysis, 
examination, comparing and contrasting of pieces of music. Section A 
off the exam relates to two prescribed works and section B to music 
from different times and places, encompassing jazz/pop, western art 
music and world music.  
In the musical links investigation , through the study of pieces from 
two distinct musical cultures, students are encouraged to explore, 
analyse and examine the musical connections existing between two 
(or more) pieces of music. Through investigative study and analysis of 



the similarities and differences between the selected pieces of music, 
students learn to demonstrate significant musical links. A written 
media script of 2,000 words or less, investigating the significant 
musical links between two or more pieces from distinct musical 
culturesIn creating, students create three pieces of 3 to 6 minutes in 
length choosing from a wide range of styles and media, including 
traditional instruments, voices and/ or music technology, and reflect 
on their understanding of the intention, process and outcome of the 
pieces. Students need to submit three pieces of coursework with 
recordings and written workIn the performing component, students 
must submit a program of contrasting pieces in any style of music that 
is 20 minutes in length.When you sign up for IBDP Music Tutoring, 
you can be assured of total individual attention and focus. Which 
aspect of the IBDP program do you need help with? 
MusicTutorOnline offers support for all aspects of your IBDP Music 
studies.


